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This was, of course, utterly wrong and demoral-
izing, but Mr. Webster came, after a time, to look
upon such, transactions as natural and proper. In
the Ingersoll debate, Mr. Yancey accused him of
being in the pay of the New England manufacture
ers, and his biographer has replied to the charge
at length. That Mr. Webster was in the pay of
the manufacturers in the sense that they hired
him, and bade him do certain things, is absurd.
That he was maintained and supported in a large
degree by New England manufacturers and capi-
talists cannot be questioned; but his attitude to-
ward them was not that of servant and dependent.

thousand dollars. Reflecting that this was not a very solid trib-
ute, he opened his letter and put in a check for a thousand dol-
lars, and sent the notes and the check to Mr. Webster, who wrote
him a letter expressing his gratitude, which Mr. Tayloe doubtless
saw, and which is still in existence. I give the facts in this way
because Mr. George T. Curtis, in a newspaper interview, referring
to an article of mine in the Atlantic Monthly, 'said, " With regard
to the story of the ten thousand dollar check, which story Mr.
Lodge gives us to understand he found in the pages of that very
credulous writer Dr. Von Hoist, although I have not looked into
his volumes to see whether he makes the charge, I have only to
say that I never heard of such an occurrence before, and that it
would require the oath of a very credible witness to the fact to
make me believe it," I may add that I have taken the trouble
not only to loot into Dr. Von Hoist's volumes hut to examine the
whole matter thoroughly. The proof is absolute and indeed it is
not necessary to go beyond Mr. Webster's own letter of acknowl-
edgment in search of evidence, were there the slightest reason to
doubt the substantial correctness of Mr. Tayloe'a statement. The
point is a small one, but a statement of fact, if questioned, ought
always to be sustained or withdrawn.